Fatal cardiac tamponade resulting from a central venous catheter: a case for open-chest cardiac resuscitation.
A computer Medline search has failed to reveal any cases of cardiac tamponade secondary to central venous catheter placement in spinal deformity patients. It has become apparent that this complication should be thought of more frequently, however. The anatomic variation of spinal deformity patients may contribute to this problem. Spine deformity patients have abnormal chest-wall compliance secondary to their deformity, and abnormal position of their intrathoracic organs. This may alter the effectiveness of closed-chest cardiac resuscitation in this patient population.